VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION

TRAFFIC ENGINEERING DIVISION

MEMORANDUM
GENERAL SUBJECT: NUMBER:
TE-254
Traffic Signs eV
SPECIFIC SUBJECT: January 3, 1995
"Authorized Vehicles Only" Signs SUPERSEDES:
TE-249
DIRECTED TO: SIGNATURE:

9. L. Butner

District Administrators

"Authorized Vehicles Only" signs shall be installed at all
non-chained crossovers on limited access highways. These signs
are necessary to increase motorist safety and also for police
enforcement since u-turns on limited access highways are legal
unless appropriate signing is installed. This practice is in
compliance with AASHTO's A Policy on U-Turn Median openings on
Freeways, which states that "U-turn median openings should be
restricted to use by official and emergency vehicles only. The
freeway should be signed to prevent any median crossings by the
general public, and this regulation should be enforced".

Installation of "Authorized Vehicles Only" signs should be
accomplished at <chained crossovers when it is known that
motorists frequently attempt to use these crossovers resulting in
their backing out into traffic to exit due to the crossover being
chained.

All requests for open crossovers should be reviewed by the
District Traffic Engineer with final approval determined by the
District Maintenance Engineer.

A copy of House Bill No. 697 defining "Authorized Vehicle"
is attached for your information.

DCF/df

cc: Mr. David R. Gehr
Mr. A. W. Coates, Jr.
Mr. C. D. Garver
Mr. J. S. Hodge
Division Administrators
Resident Engineers
District Traffic Engineers
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